
The Breman is delighted to share with 
you this resource for teachers, families, 
and students (K–8 or K–12) to bring 
storytelling, Jewish learning, and 
creativity into the rhythm of Shabbat as 
part of the Atlanta Jewish Storytelling 
Festival. 

Take-Home for Families
•	 A weekly “Shabbat Story Prompt Card.” 

Example: “Tell about a moment this week when you felt proud, 
grateful, or surprised.”

•	 A monthly family storytelling night on Zoom or in person, themed 
to the seasons or holidays.

Storytelling Resources
Your school most likely has a variety of Jewish folktale and story 
books in your school media center. In addition, here are a few we 
recommend to showcase the diversity of Jewish storytelling around 
the world:

•	 Folktales of the Jews (multiple volumes; global representation 
compiled from the Israel Folktale Archives and edited by Dan Ben-
Amos)

•	 Folktales of Joha collected by Matilda Koen-Sarano

•	 The Classic Tales: 4000 Years of Jewish Lore  by Ellen Frankel

•	 Jewish Stories One Generation Tells Another by Peninnah Schram 

•	 Jewish Fairy Tale Feasts: A Literary Cookbook retold by Jane Yolen 
(stories + recipes!)

•	 The Diamond Tree: Jewish Tales from Around the World retold by 
Howard Schwartz and Barbara Rush 

•	 A Sampler of Jewish American Folklore and Rachel the Clever and 
Other Jewish Folktales retold by Josepha Sherman
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We’d love to hear how your school created a “Storytelling 
Shabbat” or other celebration of Jewish storytelling as part of 
The Breman’s Atlanta Jewish Storytelling Festival. Please email 
us at AJSF@thebreman.org 
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Goals
•	 Strengthen Jewish identity through story.

•	 Build inter-grade community as well as an opportunity to include 
students’ extended family.

•	 Invite students to see themselves as storytellers rooted in Jewish 
tradition.

•	 Connect Torah, values, and lived experience.

Opening Ritual
Begin your school’s “Storytelling Shabbat” or other Jewish storytelling 
celebration with a school-favorite welcome song and an activity that 
builds excitement. Here’s one suggestion:
 

“Light the Story Flame”

1.	 Leader opens: “Jewish stories are sparks that connect us across 
generations.”

2.	 A symbolic candle or lantern is lit (battery-operated works fine).

3.	 Teachers or student reps each hold a small LED tea light or paper 
flame.

4.	 As the story flame is “passed,” each group speaks one word aloud 
(e.g., “joy,” “courage,” “tradition,” “laughter,” “family”).

5.	 End with everyone saying: “Let the stories begin!”

Activities & Story Prompts
A. Torah Sparks for Kids & Teens
Pick one prompt connected to the week’s parasha:

Great for circle time or Kabbalat Shabbat gatherings.

B. Story Circles by Grade

C. Art + Story Stations
Great for Shabbat project time.

•	 Comic Panel Midrash: Students create 4-panel comic retellings of 
the parasha.

•	 Story Stones: Paint symbols (stars, ladders, pomegranates, tents). 
Students draw random stones and tell a story.

•	 “Shabbat in My Home” Collage: Photos, magazine cutouts, fabric 
scraps representing Shabbat memories.

School-Wide Ritual Ideas

Grades K–2

Bite-Sized 
Stories

Prompt: “Tell about a time someone helped you—like 
Abraham welcoming guests.”

•	 Use puppets or plush toys for shy students.

Grades 3–5

Choose-Your-
Value Stories

Give each group a card with a Jewish value (chesed, 
kavod, emet, shmirat ha’adamah).

•	 Prompt: “Tell a real or made-up story that 
teaches this value.”

Middle School

Create-a-
Midrash 
Workshop

Students rewrite part of the Torah portion by asking:

•	 What happens “between the lines”?
•	 What was a character thinking or feeling?
•	 What happens AFTER the story ends?

“What did you 
notice in this 
week’s Torah 
portion that 

surprised you?”

“Who in the story 
would YOU want 

to interview?”

“What might the 
Torah’s story 

look like in YOUR 
school today?”

Shabbat Story 
Leader of the 
Week

One student 
shares a 60–90 
second “Shabbat 
Spark” story at 
Friday assembly.

Buddy Storytime 
(Older + Younger)

Pair grades (7th & 
1st, 5th & 2nd).
Older students 
read, tell stories, 
or help younger 
students create 
their own.

Teacher Story 
Corridor

A hallway display 
where teachers 
post a short 
story from their 
Jewish journey 
or childhood 
Shabbat memory.


