
As part of the Atlanta Jewish 
Storytelling Festival, a program of The 
Breman, we’re delighted to share this 
resource to help clergy, educators, 
and lay leaders elevate storytelling in 
communal Shabbat experiences.

Multicultural Jewish Representation
•	 Sephardic: Joha Stories, Andalusian & North African Folktales

•	 Mizrahi: Iraqi, Yemenite, Persian stories (available in the Folktales 
of the Jews series)

•	 American Jewish stories & immigration narratives

Storytelling Activities Ideal for Synagogues

Inclusion, Accessibility & Sensitivity Tips
•	 Use stories from diverse Jewish cultures and lineages.

•	 Be mindful of participants who may prefer writing or small groups.

•	 Encourage sharing but never require it.

•	 Provide quiet spaces for sensory-sensitive participants.

•	 Offer content warnings for emotionally heavy stories

Storytelling  
Shabbat 
Toolkit

FOR
SYNAGOGUES

We warmly invite synagogues to share how they incorporated 
storytelling so we can celebrate the creativity across metro 
Atlanta. Please email us at AJSF@thebreman.org 

1440 Spring Street, NW
Atlanta, GA 30309

(678) 222 – 3700
TheBreman.org

“Member 
Voices” 
Shabbat

Invite different members each month to share a 
Jewish story.

“Story & Song” 
Moment

Pair a Jewish melody with a folktale or personal 
reflection.

“Parsha 
Reimagined”

Retell the weekly Torah portion in a new form:

•	 as a children’s story
•	 as a contemporary dilemma
•	 as a Hasidic parable
•	 as a conversation between two characters

“Story Archive 
Wall”

Set up a wall where members can write family 
stories or memories on cards.
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Purpose of a Storytelling Shabbat
A Storytelling Shabbat invites the community to embrace the full 
breadth of Jewish storytelling—biblical narrative, midrash, folktales 
from around the world, personal memories, and community histories. 
It strengthens identity, intergenerational bonds, and Jewish literacy.

We invite you to add one simple story element—or shape the entire 
Shabbat around the theme.

Storytelling Opportunities Throughout Shabbat
Begin your synagogue’s “Storytelling Shabbat” or other Jewish 
storytelling celebration with a favorite welcome song and an activity 
that builds excitement. Here’s one suggestion:
 

Friday Evening Services

Saturday Morning

After Kiddush

Suggested Prompts for Synagogue Settings
•	 “A moment when I felt connected to Judaism.”
•	 “A favorite Jewish story from childhood.”
•	 “A mitzvah I learned through a story.”
•	 “A story that shaped my relationship with community.”

Recommended Books & Sources
For Clergy & Adult Education

•	 Folktales of the Jews (multiple volumes; global representation 
compiled from the Israel Folktale Archives and edited by Dan Ben-
Amos)

•	 A Treasury of Jewish Folklore edited by Nathan Ausubel

•	 Hasidic Tales of the Holocaust by Yaffa Eliach

•	 The Lost Princess & Other Kabbalistic Tales of Rebbe Nachman of 
Breslov translated by Rabbi Aryeh Kaplan 

•	 The Classic Tales: 4000 Years of Jewish Lore by Ellen Frankel

•	 Jewish Stories One Generation Tells Another by Peninnah Schram 
or Chosen Tales - Stories Told by Jewish Storytellers edited by 
Peninnah Schram

For Family & Children’s Programming
•	 It Could Always Be Worse by Margot Zemach (Yiddish 

folktale; silly & wise)

•	 The Hungry Clothes and Other Jewish Folktales retold 
by Peninnah Schram

•	 Folktales of Joha collected by Matilda Koen-Sarano

•	 The Bedtime Sh’ma by Sarah Gershman

Sermon as 
Story

Integrate a folktale, midrash, or personal experience 
into the D’var Torah.

Member Story 
Spotlight

Invite 1–3 congregants to share a 2-minute personal 
story connected to the parsha, a holiday, or Jewish 
identity.

Musical Story 
Moment

A niggun or song followed by a short tale inspired 
by it.

Tot Shabbat or 
Family Service

•	 Read a picture-book folktale.

•	 Use props, puppets, or movement.

•	 Connect the story to a core Jewish value 
(kindness, courage, gratitude).

Intergenerational 
Story Circle 
(15–25 minutes)

Prompts such as:

•	 Read a picture-book folktale.

•	 Use props, puppets, or movement.

•	 Connect the story to a core Jewish value 
(kindness, courage, gratitude).

Sermon or Drash 
with Narrative 
Arc

•	 Retell the parsha in a fresh way.

•	 Share a community story tied to the theme

Story Table A table with simple prompts, story cards, or objects.

Mini Folklore 
Workshop

A short session using a Jewish folktale as a 
springboard for discussion.

Storytelling 
Walk

Invite congregants to take a short walk while sharing 
memories or personal stories.


